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Nature: Trailer of science fiction film.
Title: Gattaca.
Author: Andrew Niccol.
Date: 1997. 

Transcript: “Genetics: what can it mean? The ability to perfect the physical and mental characteristics of 
every unborn child. In the not too distant future, our DNA will determine everything about us. A minute 
drop of blood, saliva, or a single hair determines where you can work who you should marry, what you're 
capable of achieving. In a society where success is determined by science, divided by the standards of 
perfection, one man's only chance is to hide his own identity by borrowing someone else's. (…) “
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Nature: Awareness campaign frame to frame animation.
Title: Global Warming for Kids.
Author: World Wildlife Fund, Brazil.
Date: 2008.
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Nature: Trailer of documentary film
Title: An Inconvenient Truth
Author: Al Gore
Date: 2006.

Transcript: “ At Sundance it received three standing ovations, it will shake you to 
your core, if you love your planet, if you love yor children, you have to see this film. 
(Al Gore) “If you look at the ten hottest years ever measured, they've all occurred in 
the last 14 years. And the hottest of all, was 2005.”
By far the most terrifying film you will ever see.
(Al Gore) “The scientific consensus is that WE are causing global warming. I am Al 
Gore I used to be the next president of the United States of America (laughs). This is 
Patagonia, 75 years ago, and the same picture today. This is Mount Kilimanjaro 30 
years ago and last year. 
Within a decade there will be no more Snows of Kilimanjaro.
This is truly not a political issue so much as a moral issue. (…) 
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Nature: Extract from fiction novel 
Title: My Sister's Keeper (1)
Author: Jodi Picoult 
Date: 2004.
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The girl sitting across from me waits for an answer, one I’m deliberately withholding. She says she wants 
to sue her parents, like every other teenager on the planet. But she wants to sue for the rights to her own 
body. It is exactly the kind of case I avoid like the Black Plague --- one which requires far too much effort 
and client baby-sitting. With a sigh, I get up. “What did you say your name was?”

“I didn’t.” She sits a little straighter. “It’s Anna Fitzgerald.”

I open the door and bellow for my secretary. “Kerri! Can you get the Planned Parenthood number for Ms. 
Fitzgerald?”

“What?” When I turn around, the kid is standing. “Planned Parenthood?”

“Look, Anna, here’s a little advice. Instigating a lawsuit because your parents won’t let you get birth control 
pills or go to an abortion clinic is like using a sledge-hammer to kill a mosquito. You can save your 
allowance money and go to Planned Parenthood; they’re far better equipped to deal with your problem.”

For the first time since I’ve entered my office, I really, truly look at her. Anger glows around this kid like 
electricity. “My sister is dying, and my mother wants me to donate one of my kidneys to her,” she says 
hotly. “Somehow I don’t think a handful of free condemns is going to take care of that.”

You know how every now and then, you have a moment where your whole life stretches out ahead of you 
like a forked road, and even as you choose one gritty path you’ve got your eyes on the other the whole 
time, certain that you’re making a mistake? Kerri approaches, holding out a strip of paper with the number 
I’ve asked for, but I close the door without taking it and walk back to my desk. “No one can make you 
donate an organ if you don’t want to.”

“Oh, really?” She leans forward, counting off on her fingers. “The first time I gave something to my sister, it 
was cord blood, and I was a newborn. She has leukemia --- APL --- and my cells put her into remission. The 
next time she relapsed, I was five and I had lymphocytes drawn from me, three times over, because the 
doctors never seemed to get enough of them the first time around. When that stopped working, they took 
bone marrow for a transplant. When Kate got infections, I had to donate granulocytes. When she relapsed 
again, I had to donate peripheral blood stem cells.”

This girl’s medical vocabulary would put some of my paid experts to shame. I pull a legal pad out of a 
drawer. “Obviously, you’ve agreed to be a donor for your sister before.”
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She hesitates, then shakes her head. “Nobody ever asked.”

“Did you tell your parents you don’t want to donate a kidney?”

“They don’t listen to me.”

“They might, if you mentioned this.”

She looks down, so that her hair covers her face. “They don’t really pay attention to me, except when they 
need my blood or something. I wouldn’t even be alive, if it wasn’t for Kate being sick.”

An heir and a spare: this was a custom that went back to my ancestors in England. It sounded callous --- 
having a subsequent child just in case the first one happens to die --- yet it had been eminently practical 
once. Being an afterthought might not sit well with this kid, but the truth is that children are conceived for 
less than admirable reasons every single day: to glue a bad marriage together; to keep the family name 
alive; to mold in a parent’s own image. “They had me so that I could save Kate,” the girl explains. “They 
went to special doctors and everything, and picked the embryo that would be a perfect genetic match.”

There had been ethics courses in law school, but they were generally regarded as either a gut or an 
oxymoron, and I usually skipped them. Still, anyone who tuned in periodically to CNN would know about 
the controversies of stem cell research. Spare-parts babies, designer infants, the science of tomorrow to 
save the children of today.

I tap my pen on the desk, and Judge --- my dog --- sidles closer. “What happens if you don’t give your sister 
a kidney?”

“She’ll die.”

“And you’re okay with that?”

Anna’s mouth sets in a thin line. “I’m here, aren’t I?”

“Yes, you are. I’m just trying to figure out what made you want to put your foot down, after all this time.”

She looks over at the bookshelf. “Because,” she says simply, “it never stops.”
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Nature: Newspaper article from the Telegraph.
Title: 'Saviour sibling' cures sick older brother.
Author: Nick Britten  
Date: 2011.
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A seriously ill child whose parents had a “designer baby” in an attempt to heal him has been cured. 
Michelle Whitaker with Jamie, left, and his older brother Charlie. 'They will always have a special bond,' 
Mrs Whitaker said.
Charlie Whitaker, who suffered a debilitating and extremely rare genetic condition, has been given the all 
clear by doctors and can now live a normal, healthy life, his parents, Jayson and Michelle, disclosed 
yesterday. 
Now aged 12, he was saved by stem cells transplanted from the umbilical cord of his brother Jamie, who 
was born by IVF specifically to provide a tissue match. 
In a case which prompted fierce debate, the Whitakers had to go to the United States for the procedure 
which was banned at the time in Britain. 
Last night Mrs Whitaker, 38, said: “People would use the term 'designer’ or 'harvest baby’ to talk about 
Jamie, to make it sound like he was born for spare parts, but that is completely wrong. I really like the term 
saviour sibling because that is what he is. 
“Charlie is now completely healthy, I know his little brother saved him and he knows that too, which is 
wonderful. 
“What Jamie did for his brother is extra special. I am so proud of both of them and I would do it all over 
again.” 
The Whitakers were devastated when Charlie was born with Diamond Blackfan Anaemia (DBA), which 
prevented his body making red blood cells. 
It affects as few as 700 people worldwide and just 125 in Britain. Charlie needed blood transfusions every 
two weeks and spent days in hospital. 
He also endured painful daily injections for eight hours at a time to keep his blood healthy. 
His parents were told that the only cure was a stem cell transplant. 
But neither of them, nor their daughter Emily, now nine, was a match for Charlie, and despite taking the 
Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority through the courts they were refused permission for a 
“designer baby”. 
The Whitakers, of Palterton near Chesterfield, flew to America, where the procedure was legal, to have IVF 
and select an embryo with the right genetic blueprint. 
When Jamie was born in 2003, he was clear of the disease, despite having had a one in 50 chance of  
suffering it himself, and doctors performed the transplant. 
Recalling Charlie’s illness, Mrs Whitaker said: “The worst thing was when it came round for his injections. 
“Charlie would say, 'Why are you hurting me, you don’t really love me, please stop hurting me’. 
“I still can’t bear to think about it. It’s so hard to hear your child saying that to you.” 
Charlie has been monitored constantly since the transplant but a bone marrow biopsy has shown no traces 
of DBA. 
Mrs Whitaker said: “We have been open with both the boys. Jamie knows why he was born but knows we 
would have loved him whether he was a saviour sibling or not. He is a bit of a miracle and he did a great 
thing. The boys will always have a bond because of it.”
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Nature: News report on New technologies in Kenya
Title: Twitter in Kenya 
Author: France 24
Date: 2012

TRANSCRIPT Twitter in Kenya
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Journalist: “ The social networks also help the tensions between different communities here to ease up.
As neighbours get to know each other and help each other more.
It seems almost everyone has a story to tell about how Twitter has affected them. 
Interviewee 1. “This man is called Zakaria. He was once attacked by...at night and what you call robbers, I 
don't mean large robbers, and locked him from outside so he couldn't come out and then they went on 
and trying to steal his chickens in that house over there. He called me and told me I'm being attacked, 
some people outside. I did a tweet, Zakaria's home there are some thugs can we go and help and sent the 
message. And all his neighbours came out. That's why you know crime is not only about arresting people 
it's also about being able to combat so it doesn't happen.”
Reporter-  “Does Twitter make this place a more safe place? It's now safer.”
Zakaria - “Mostly- safe yah that's right. It is not only me, the whole location.”
Journalist - “ From now on Kenya won't only be known for it's wild animals but also for its addiction to 
mobile phones.”
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Nature: News report on New technologies in Kenya
Title: Kenyan Women Create Their Own 'Geek Culture'
Author: NPR
Date: 2012

TRANSCRIPT Akirachix
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    (SOUNDBITE OF MUSIC)
And today, we take you to Nairobi, Kenya.

NPR's Gregory Warner reports.
GREGORY WARNER, BYLINE: When a group of women computer 
programmers in Kenya needed a name for their ladies-only club, they 
took their inspiration from Japanese cult film.

JUDITH OWIGAR: So akira is a Japanese word. It 
means energy and intelligence. And we are energetic 
and intelligent chicks.

WARNER: Judith Owigar is the president of Akirachix.
They want to make sure that the girl geeks are encouraged as much as 
the guys.
WARNER: Susan Oguya is also an Akirachick. She grew up on a farm in 
Western Kenya without a computer. But she had an uncle who worked 
in Nairobi. 

WARNER: So what did you do in the times when you 
didn't have a computer?
OGUYA: So in the times I didn't have a computer, 
there were books that he left. Books about what is a 
computer, parts of a computer.

WARNER: When she got to university, she majored in information 
technology. One of the striking things about Kenya is that even 
impoverished farmers have cellphones. So Susan had this idea for a 
mobile phone app that would help farmers like her parents. At 25 
years old, she now has 18 people working for her and 7,000 African 
farmers using her app.
It feels like any sort of hacker space you'd find in San Francisco or New 
York City. It's got comfy couches, fast Wi-Fi and cappuccinos.
But the techies you meet here are not trying to come up with the next 
Facebook or another app to share your photos. They're solving local 
problems, like there's an app that brings math and reading prep to 
remote village schools by cellphone.  
All applications aimed at the developing world started by women.
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Nature: Blogpost 
Title: Twitter revolution: How the Arab Spring was helped by social media.
Author: Saleem Kassim
Date: 2013
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As a result of the many technological advancements and innovations that have revolutionized how 
individuals communicate, an abundance of information has become available to everyone. 
Depending on where the information is found, however, it’s reliability can be questioned. With the 
growing number of international, self-described (both non-for-profit and for-profit) organizations such 
as Facebook, Wikipedia, Wikileaks and more, much of the information provided is now often 
opinionated and biased, nonetheless, truthful. Ultimately, public information supplied by social 
networking websites has played an important role during modern-day activism, specifically as it 
pertains to the Arab Spring. In Arab countries, many activists who played crucial roles in the Arab 
Spring used social networking as a key tool in expressing their thoughts concerning unjust acts 
committed by the government.
Being capable of sharing an immense amount of uncensored and accurate information throughout 
social networking sites has contributed to the cause of many Arab Spring activists. Through social 
networking sites, Arab Spring activists have not only gained the power to overthrow powerful 
dictatorship, but also helped Arab civilians become aware of the underground communities that exist 
and are made up of their brothers, and others willing to listen to their stories.
In countries like Egypt, Tunisia, and Yemen, rising action plans such as protests made up of 
thousands, have been organized through social media such Facebook and Twitter. “We use Facebook 
to schedule the protests” an Arab Spring activist from Egypt announced “and [we use] Twitter to 
coordinate, and YouTube to tell the world.” The role that technology has taken in allowing the 
distribution of public information such as the kinds stated by the aforementioned activist, had been 
essential in establishing the democratic movement that has helped guide abused civilians to 
overthrow their oppressor. 
Social networks have broken the psychological barrier of fear by helping many to connect and share 
information. It has given most people in the Arab world the knowledge that they are not alone, that 
there are others experiencing just as much brutality, just as much hardships, just as much lack of 
justice. Social networks "for the first time provided activists with an opportunity to quickly 
disseminate information while bypassing government restrictions," Hussein Amin, professor of mass 
communications at the American University in Cairo said.
It is important to understand that new platforms of social media didn’t cause Arab Spring but played a 
role of communication that aids any revolutions in the long run.
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Nature: Video Animation
Title: The world is obsessed with Facebook..
Author: Alex Trimpe
Date: 2011
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Suggestions for Personal Documents: 
Fiction: 

Frankenstein, Shelley. 
Do Androids dream of Electric Sheep?, K. Dick. 
1984, Orwell.
Brave New World, Huxley.
Fahrenheit 451, Bradbury. 

Films: 

Metropolis, Fritz Lang. 
Modern Times, Chaplin.
Brazil, Terry Gilliam.
Blade Runner, Ridley Scott. 

Paintings: 

The Vitruvian Man, Da Vinci, 1485. 
The Drunkards progress: from the first glass to the grave, Currier, 1846. 
Rain, Steam, and Speed, Turner, 1844. 
American Progress, John Gast, 1872.
BLAST, by Wyndham Lewis and friends, 1915. 
Campbell Soup, Warhol, 1968. 


