
Unit 3 - WANTED! American Gangsters.
[Notions: Myths & Heroes
Places & Forms of Power]

Al Capone video
PART 1 

1- Focus on dates and periods. 

a- Historical period ? Key event? 
Capone's violent childhood > b. in 1899  d. ?? 
He is 21 years old when Prohibition is enforced. 
1919 – 1930 > Prohibition in the US 
Today > infamous gangster ( famous for crimes / tristemt célèbre) 

b- Capone's career?
Comes from a poor Italian family who came to America from Naples.
Grew up in Brooklyn. 
First he worked as a  bouncer, then joined the Five Points Gang 
and he was sent to Chicago where he was in charge of brothels
 and bootlegging operations. That's how he became a 
famous mobster/ mafia lord. 
Self-made man > except he was a criminal 

 1st job = bouncer (videur) / in a fight over a woman in a bar / the woman's 
brother slashed his face > scarface (scars > cicatrices) 
member of 5 Points Gang > Torrio as his mentor 
1919 sent to Chicago 

2- Focus on Capone's family and background. 
a- How many brothers and sisters? 

8 brothers and sisters / large family / 
b- About his parents? 

his parents immigrated to the Us from Naples in 1893.
c- Relationship with family? 

He distanced himself from his family / he chose to leave his family early / he 
preferred the street 

d- Birthplace? 
Born in Brooklyn so he is from America

3- Focus on his criminal activities. 

a- List all the crimes mentioned.
He used to … : autrefois il / est connu pour 
He used to kill people, traffic alcohol and run brothels in Chicago. 
He also used to fool the media and not be indicted by the courts. / he used to bribe 
the judges / lawyers 
He is famous for killing men / organizing prostitution / trafficking alcohol. 
He used to set houses on fire . > arson 

b- Capone's first job? 

c- Why did he move to Chicago? 



He was sent by his mentor's uncle / Johnny Torrio
4- Focus on Capone's appearance. 

a- List adjectives describing his physical appearance. 

Stereotype of the gangster > stereotypical, he is a icon > iconic / cult 
 of the violence and he looks like a bad guy.  > evil / mean / cunning 
His nickname is “Scarface” because he has  2 scars;
He is fat / chubby.  / impressive / well-built / strong

b- What about the scars? 
Al Capone said something wrong to a woman in a bar. Then the woman's brother 
heard it and he slashed him. But he told the media it was from a war battle in 
France so he lied not to look stupid. 

c- His relationship with the media?
He was very famous and not scared of the journalists who took pictures of him
manipulated the media. 

5- Focus on the  Five Points Gang
a- Name 2 members.

Johnny Torrio / Big Jim Colosimo 
b- How different is Capone? 

He shunned the media / évitait 
Torrio was more quiet than  Al Capone. 
Al Capone liked to be in the media / he was arrested by the police / but he got out of 
jail whereas Torrio was the brain / clever/ quiet / discreet . 

c- What is the gang's main illegal business? 
Brothels / prostitution /  bootlegging
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TEAMWORK
Imagine and act out a Speakeasy Scene

Choose your character! 

Johnny 'Pappa' Torrio

Maria 

Big Jim Colosimo

Scott Fitzgerald 

Frank Galluccio

Eliot Ness

Al Capone

Lena Galluccio



● Group  1 – 3 students.

 Imagine a dialogue between Al Capone, Johnny 'Pappa' Torrio 
and Big Jim Colosimo. 

 Al Capone and Johnny try to convince Big Jim to become 
their associate in their bootlegging organization. They use 
intimidation, economical arguments and express their 
ambition.

 Big Jim warns them about the dangers and criticize their 
ambition.

 As they enter the Speakeasy, Capone makes a rude remark 
about Lena who's sitting at the next table. 

 Frank doesn't like that, they start arguing. 

● Group 2 – 3 students.

 Imagine you are Lena Galluccio, her friend Maria, Frank 
Galluccio. 

 Lena, Frank and Maria are having drinks in a speakeasy, 
they are talking about Al Capone's recent murder and the 
difference between Al Capone and Johnny Torrio. 

● + 1 student as Eliot Ness

You're a Eliot Ness, a prohibition agent.You interview Maria about what 
happened to her friend.

● + 1 student as Scott Fitzgerald the narrator: 

You're the narrator. Explain where the story is set, when, what's going on. 
Conclude on the episode.
“ Once upon a time, during Prohibition... / That's how Al Capone …” ) 

Use accessories and act out the scene! (Hats, empty glasses, plastic knife, 
jazz music… ) 
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Part 1 - Al Capone's rise as a Chicago mobster. 
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              On January 16th, 1920, the Volstead Act closed down every saloon, bar and tavern in 
America. The next morning Al Capone celebrated his  21st birthday.
These two events: Prohibition and Al Capone's maturity as a racketeer and bootlegger 
extraordinaire
would ultimately define 1920s America.
This decade saw Capone's meteoric rise to underworld prominence and his dominance of the 
city of Chicago would closely parallel the 13 outrageous, villainous and fantastic years of 
prohibition. 
Al 'Scarface' Capone  became the godfather of crime and the first mobster to be featured on 
the cover of Time Magazine. 

Petty theft, con games, gang fights, burglary, extortion, attempted murder were the 
activities that shaped the childhood of Alphonse Capone born in 1899 in the rough and 
tumbled section of Brooklyn New York. He was the 4th child of 8 brothers and sisters whose 
parents migrated from Naples, Italy to America in 1893. He quickly distanced himself from 
family and took to the streets like a duck to water as he was physically suited for a life of 
crime. Even as a child his stalky and powerful build emerged as a daunting force in the 
neighbourhood. His squat nose thick lips huge hands became notorious weapons of 
intimidation and violence.

Early in his criminal career he worked as a bouncer in one of the most disreputable 
brothels of Brooklyn. One night, he made an unkind remark about a female customer 
standing at the bar.
This woman's brother happened to be the underworld figure Frank Galluccio. He had heard 
what Capone said so he pulled a knife and slashed him, leaving three nasty indelible scars in 
the left side of his face hence the nickname Scarface.

Scarface's brilliantly sinister mind distinguished him as a force to be reckoned with 
in the world of the criminal underground. He joined up with the powerful Five Points Gang 
as a teenager in Brooklyn. The leader of the gang was Johnny 'Pappa' Torrio who soon 
became Capone's criminal mentor. Scarface was a flamboyant and outrageous child of the 
Media, telling his scars came from a war battle in France. On the other hand, Torrio was 
quiet, he subdued and shunned publicity.  While Capone was arrested and prosecuted on a 
regular basis, Torrio successfully avoided the authorities. He was the only criminal kingpin 
to emerge from the vicious street gangs of New York without earning a police record. 

In 1919 Big Jim Colosimo, Johnny Torrio's uncle ran a citywide brother kingdom in 
Chicago. Torrio sent Capone to take care of his uncle's business and Capone emigrated to 
Chicago. 
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Capone arrived in Chicago carrying the family Bible and started working in Colosimo's criminal 
empire for a salary of $75 a week. He worked as a bouncer first then as a bag man and finally as 
a bodyguard. Colosimo introduced him to the aesthetics of a gangster's lifestyle, teaching him 
about opera. But Capone was a leader, not a follower so he had to establish his own identity and 
independence. That's why he set up his own legitimate business as a second hand furniture 
dealer.

In 1920 Capone and Torrio teamed up and became business partners in the lucrative business 
of illegal alcohol trafficking. But Big Jim Colosimo wanted nothing to do with it, he preferred the 
safe business of prostitution which was operating as smoothly as silk.  He saw bootlegging as a 
problem-plagued and untested market. 

On May 11th, 1920 with Prohibition nearly for months old, Torrio called his uncle for a special 
shipment of alcohol at one of his nightclubs. When Colosimo arrived at the club, Capone was 
hiding in a glass-walled telephone booth and fired two deadly shots which killed Big Jim 
instantly.
Capone took the silk suit off Big Jim's body to make his killing look like the handy work of a 
common robber. This perverse but pragmatic touch instantly established Capone's reputation 
amongst Chicago's criminal underworld. It typified his flamboyantly original manner of 
retribution.

The day after Colosimo's murder, Capone and Torrio were arrested and questioned by the 
police. But no witnesses came forward and the two were immediately exonerated. 
After Colosimo $20 000 funeral,  Capone and Torrio managed to take the reins of Colosimo's 
criminal empire on Chicago's South Side. Pappa Torrio was the brain while Scarface provided 
the muscles. Helped by the bootlegging profits, they ambitiously set their sight on ruling the 
entire city of Chicago. 

“Everybody calls me a racketeer, said Capone at the time, I call myself a businessman.
When I sell liquor, it's bootlegging, when my patrons serve in on a silver tray on the Lake Shore 
Drive it's hospitality.”

1- Find an appropriate title for Part 2. 
The rise of Al Capone as an infamous gangster in Chicago 

2-  What were Al Capone's 3 first jobs in Chicago? 
Boucer – bag man - bodyguard

3- What influence did Big Jim have on him?
He introduced him to aesthetics / opera / posh / aristocrat / upper-class lifestyle. He taught him how 
to be classy, elegant and have refined tastes. 

4- What business did he want to set up? Why? Who with? Was he successful?
He wanted to set up a bootlegging business because he could make some profit during prohibition 
with Torrio. He succeeded.

5- What happened on May 11th, 1920? Reformulate with your own words.
He tricked / trapped Big Jim and covered it up / took his suit / pretended it was someone else's 
crime. 

6- “ Pappa Torrio was the brain while Scarface provided the muscles.” reformulate with active verbs 
to explain how they worked together. 
Torrio was quiet whereas Al Capone was extravagant. Torrio was clever while Al Capone was 
strong. Unlike Torrio, Al Capone manipulated the media. Contrary to Torrio who never got 



arrested, Al Capone was arrested several times.

7- Complete Al Capone's mugshot with the correct details. 

• Description : Age / birthdate / birthplace place / nationality 
• he is … / he was born in / comes from … / he grew up in … (il a grandi) 
• Remarks: physical appearance / whereabouts / associates. 
• Looks like + N // he looks + adj /  evil / mean / cunning 
• looks like the Devil – il ressemble au diable  / he looks evil : il a l'air diabolique 
• Caution: warning about the crimes he's famous for / illegal activities /  dangerous reputation. 

Write short and effective sentences.) 
• be careful / warn everyone about … 
• Use 20 key words from your lessons / write 150 words +/-

scar : cicatrice > scarface / his face is scarred / he is easy to spot thanks to his scars 
recognisable / easy to spot 
trafficking # to traffic > trafic 
predator = hunting territory / spot 
he scares everyone / he is a threat for society / catch him if you can 
his accomplice = complice 
a piece of advice / My advise to you is … 




