
1L LMA LELE – Heroes and Anti-heroes. 
Gatsby and the American Dream

The Great Gatsby is set in New York City and on Long Island, in two areas known as "West Egg" and "East 
Egg"—in real life, Great Neck and Port Washington peninsulas on Long Island. Long Island's beach 
communities really were (and still are) home to the rich and fabulous of the New York City area, and 
Fitzgerald actually lived in a small house in West Egg. Nick, the narrator  describes his own house as "an 
eyesore" that's "squeezed between two huge places that rented for twelve or fifteen thousand a season" 
(1.14). 

In these extracts we discover how Nick metaphorical vision of the Valley of Ashes and how he feels about 
Gatsby's parties. 





 THE AMERICAN DREAM? 

1- What does the American Dream mean to you? 

Think of situations or characters that  illustrate the American Dream in movies or TV 
series. 

Which of these terms are good ingredients of the American Dream? 

Create your top 5, explain your choice. 

SECURE JOB – NO TAXES – SUCCESS- SOCIAL JUSTICE – LARGE FAMILY – FREEDOM 
– POWER – OWN HOME – PLENTY OF MONEY – FAME – SELF-ESTEEM - A LOT OF 
FREE TIME – GOOD HEALTH – SOLIDARITY - OPPORTUNITIES

2- Discuss and compare with your partner. Try to write your definition of the American 
Dream. 

'THE ROARING TWENTIES' Prohibition and Harlem Renaissance

3- Read about Prohibition and  Harlem in the Jazz Age. 

PROHIBITION
a- What is strange about Gatsby's parties during Prohibition? 
b- What was the goal of Prohibition? 
c- What was 'illegal alcohol trafficking' called?
d- What was one of the consequences of Prohibition? 
e- What arguments put an end to Prohibition? 

HARLEM
a- What did African Americans do at the same time as the characters in the Great 
Gatsby?
b- Where did they find jobs? 
c- Which novel captures this moment for African Americans? 
d- What name was given to Harlem artists and musicians? Why? 
e- What helped end segregation? 



4- MEET GATSBY! 

a- Listen to the audio document and take notes about: 

– the period when the story takes place
– the major themes
– the author's message

b- Read an extract from the Great Gatsby. 
– Does it correspond to your vision of the American Dream? Why? Why not?
– It this passage real or fiction? What does it describe ? Represent? 
– Find 2 metaphors. Explain.  

HW - The Great Gatsby and the American Dream.
– Does it correspond to your vision of the American Dream? Why? Why not?
– It this passage real or fiction? What does it describe ? Represent? 
– Find 2 metaphors. Explain.  

HW- Imagine your Gatsby's neighbour. Use your lesson notes to imagine a letter of 
complaint. 
You live near to Gatsby's house where the parties take place. You object to the parties 
for several reasons, including the display of wealth. 
Justify each objection with details from the passage and personal feeling. 
Don't forget to: 

TIPS! 
“I'm writing to draw your attention on … 
“I'm furious about … 
“ What makes things worse is that … 
“ I do understand that … but you have to realize that … 
“ This situation is … 
“ Needless to say … 
…  


