
VAMPIRES THROUGH THE AGES – English literature activity for French students

Instructions : Teamwork / LELE Class /  timing:  2- 3 hours.
Ideal for 24 students

SESSION 1 # SCARY AND SEXY VAMPIRES
Material: Create 4 teams of 6 students.  Place the chairs around 4 tables. Each team will be 
given 6 different text extracts. 

Goal: have students read the texts carefully, looking for key details and keywords. Assess 
understanding and reading levels to adapt, give vocabulary and help.

Expectations:  The selection of texts vary from A2 to C1 so they should be able to find Twilight
or Vampire Diaries to be recent  (because of the name 'Edward' and famous TV series). Varney
should be identified as the oldest because they won't understand it! Also different spelling 
(repast / vampyre) 

• Icebreaker: “How can you be sure that the person sitting next to you is not a 
vampire?”

Allow students to discuss & report. 

• “Today's topic! Today we investigate the transformation of vampires 
descriptions throughout fiction. First we'll see some text extracts then some 
videos.”

Invite students to tell you about famous vampire stories or films they know. 

• “Which extract is the oldest? Most recent?  Why?”
Tell students to use CLUES:
CONTEXTUAL CLUES (for example, if it has an aeroplane it will be quite recent)
LANGUAGE CLUES (if we have the ‘thy’s, ‘thee’s and ‘thou’s like in Shakespeare, it’s going to be old!)

Students place the extracts in the chronological order on their table and take a picture. 
Students compare their pictures and agree on the first one (Varney) and the two lasts
(Vampire Diaries and Twilight) but have trouble deciding for I Am Legend / Interview with a 
Vampire and Dracula. 
They agree on the picture they show me and explain their choice. 

• “Based on the physical and moral portrayal of the vampire, which one is the 
sexiest and which one is the scariest?” Justify.

Discuss with their team and report to the class. 
1 student explains his team's findings. 

 
Homework: with the picture you took, read all the extracts and find the vocabulary you need. 
Be ready to complete your study grid, check if you understand the grid's contents.
Check on Beeoclock.wordpress.com for help. 

- © E. Lecatre > Activity adapted from charliemorris91 on TES.com - 



VAMPIRES THROUGH THE AGES – English literature activity for French students

SESSION 2 # VAMPIRE FEATURES
“Icebreaker: Vampire Diaries or Twilight?”
Material: Create 4 teams of 6 students.  Place the chairs around 4 tables. Each team will be 
given 6 different text extracts. 

“ Complete the grid with elements from the texts.”

Quotat ion which shows
human-like features

Quotation which shows
animal imagery

Quotation which shows
supernatural features

Quotation which shows power 

Varney the Vampyre, 
(1845)

'‘With a sudden rush...''

Dracula, (1897)

'His face was a strong- a 
very strong- aquiline ...'

I am Legend, (1954)

'Now they were behind...' 

Interview with a Vampire,
(1976)

' The vampire was utterly
white and smooth...'

The Vampi re D ia r i es ,
(1991)

'Still, she could see the
rest of his face ...'

Twilight, (2006)

'Edward in the sunlight 
was shocking....'
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SESSION 2 # follow up.
“Let's recap' ! Depending on how much time they need to fill in their grid, this can be 
done during session 3) 

Prompts: 'Over time vampires have become more / less … '

“Use your table to prepare a short explanation with your team.”

Assign one question to each team:
• How have vampires changed physically over time? (Focus on physical descriptions)
• How have vampires changed morally over time? (Focus on mental descriptions)
• How have the setting of vampire stories changed over time ? (Focus on the 

background, room, details) 
• How have the victims of vampires changed over time ? (Focus on the other characters,

what do we know about them? How do they feel about the vampire?) 
• Have vampire stories style and narrative techniques changed over time ?  
• Why do people still like reading about vampires today? (Focus on the style and 

narrative techniques and their evolution.)

HW- watch videos and answer the questions on beeoclock.wordpress.com / post a reply.
Be ready for Interview with a Vampire – dubbing session! 

SESSION 3 # Interview With A Vampire

“Icebreaker: films or books?”

GOAL: use words and formulate questions in order to interview a vampire. 
Suggest you don't really believe in vampire stories until the surprise at the end of the 
scene. 
Analyse camera angles and character's reactions. 
Practice intonation and oral improvisation. 
Material: video and speakers.

• Students watch a scene from Interview with a vampire. 
• They note down the timing and facial expressions of the characters.
• Suggest feelings and prepare a short dialogue that they will have to improvise will 

watching the scene. 
• They have to try and have their lips move correspond to the characters' on screen so 

they have to force themselves NOT to read. 
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• Each pair of students perform the dialogue in turn. 
• The video is always played without the sound until all the students are satisfied with 

their performance.

HW – Be ready for vampire assessment. 

 SESSION 4 # Assessment

Different assessment ideas depending on equipment...
They can be given as homework too. 

Students record their Interview with a vampire on their mobile phones and send me 
the .mp3 by email which I will be able to play on top of the film clip. 

They must be able to match the comments to the correct quotes from an extract of 
Varney the Vampire.
 ( If you don't have any colour printer, ask students to take a picture of your original text 
with colours or use video device. 
If not, ask your students to add the colors themselves but it's more difficult. )

Essay question or audio recording .mp3 : 'How have vampires changed over time?' with 
examples from films and texts studied in class.  

ATTACHMENTS
• Texts answer keys. 

• Texts with (students will easily recognize Twilight so it ruins the task a bit but 

can be used if they are stuck) 

• Without the titles and dates to have them find their own investigative method 

with clues.

• Assessment text from Varney. 

• All the videos, grid corrections and some students productions can be found on 

• https://beeoclock.wordpress.com/2015/11/08/1l2-vampires-over-time/
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Vampire Stories Text Study – TEAMWORK GRID ANSWER KEYS 
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This is an extract from a Penny Dreadful; a Victorian comic book. It is the first of a
series, and begins by establishing a scene of a dark and stormy night. A beautiful
woman is in bed, unaware of the terrible turn the night is about to take…

ASSESSMENT - Varney the Vampire, or The Feast of Blood, James Malcolm Rymer
(1845-47)

A tall figure is standing on the ledge immediately outside the long window. It is its finger-nails
upon the glass that produces the sound so like the hail, now that the hail has ceased. Intense
fear paralysed the limbs of that beautiful girl. 

The figure is there, still feeling for an entrance, and clattering against the glass with its long
nails, that appear as if the growth of many years had been untouched. She tries to scream
again but a choking sensation comes over her, and she cannot. It is too dreadful—she tries to
move—each limb seems weighed down by tons of lead—she can but in a hoarse faint
whisper cry,—

"Help—help—help—help!"

The figure turns half round, and the light falls upon the face. It is perfectly white—perfectly
bloodless. The eyes look like polished tin; the lips are drawn back, and the principal feature
next to those dreadful eyes is the teeth—the fearful looking teeth—projecting like those of
some wild animal, hideously, glaringly white, and fang-like. It approaches the bed with a
strange, gliding movement. It clashes together the long nails that literally appear to hang from
the finger ends. No sound comes from its lips. 

Her eyes are fascinated. The glance of a serpent could not have produced a greater effect
upon her than did the fixed gaze of those awful, metallic-looking eyes that were bent on her
face. Crouching down so that the gigantic height was lost, and the horrible, protruding, white
face was the most prominent object, came on the figure. What was it?—what did it want
there?—what made it look so  hideous  —so  unlike an inhabitant of the earth  , and yet to
be on it?

With a sudden rush that could not be foreseen—with a strange howling cry that was enough
to awaken terror in every breast, the figure seized the long tresses of her hair, and twining
them round his bony hands he held her to the bed. Then she screamed—Heaven granted her
then power to scream. The glassy, horrible eyes of the figure ran over that angelic form with a
hideous satisfaction—horrible profanation. He drags her head to the bed's edge. He forces it
back by the long hair still entwined in his grasp. With a plunge he seizes her neck in his fang-
like teeth—a gush of blood, and a hideous sucking noise follows. The girl has swooned, and
the vampyre is at his hideous repast!

Match the literary elements with the correct legend. 

1. External point of view from the narrator /
author / aparte commenting the scene.

2. the girl's reaction towards the vampyre:
fright and fascination. 

3. Description of the girl's beauty > vampire's
point view / desire 

4.  Girl's reactions / moves / actions > she is
paralysed

5. Metaphor with ' l ike ' or similes /
comparisons to an animal / serpent / to the

hail / weather > indirect reference to the
Snake / devil in the Bible 

6. key rhetorical question (mixed POV > girl's
or reader's POV)

7. Description of the vampire > as an animal >
bird of prey / bat 

purple  / orange  / green / blue / yellow / 
underlined / bold
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