BAC BLANC MICRO-LYCEE

Text 1
Thomas Fowler is a British journalist in his fifties. For over two years he has been covering
the French First Indochina War in Vietnam which ended in 1954.
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Captain Trouin insisted that night on being my host in the opium house, though he
would not smoke himself. He liked the smell, he said. He liked the sense of quiet at
the end of the day, but in his profession relaxation could go no further.
There were officers who smoked, but they were Army men- he had to have his sleep.
We lay in a small cubicle in a row of cubicles like a dormitory at school, and the
Chinese proprietor prepared my pipes. (…)
Trouin said, “Today's affair - that is not the worst for someone like myself. Over the
village they could have shot us down. Our risk was as great as theirs. What I detest is
napalm bombing. From 3,000 feet, in safety." He made a hopeless gesture. “You see
the forest catching fire. God knows what you would see from the ground. The poor
devils are burnt alive, the flames go over them like water. They are wet through with
fire." He said with anger against a whole world that didn’t understand, “I'm not fighting
a colonial war. Do you think I'd do these things for the planters of Terre Rouge? I'd
rather be court-martialed. We are fighting all of your wars, but you leave us the guilt.”
“That sampan*,” I said.
"Yes, that sampan too."
He watched me as I stretched out for my second pipe.
“I envy you your means of escape."
“You don't know what I'm escaping from. It's not from the war. That's no concern of
mine. I'm not involved.”
“You will all be. One day."
“Not me." (…)
"One day something will happen. You will take a side."
“No, I'm going back to England."(…)
"lt's not a matter of reason or justice. We all get involved in a moment of emotion and
then we cannot get out. War and Love - they have always been compared." He
looked sadly across the dormitory to where the métisse sprawled in her great
temporary peace. He said, “I would not have it otherwise. There is a girl who was
involved by her parents—what is her future when this port falls? France is only half
her home.
"Will it fall?”
"You are a journalist. You know better than I do that we can't win.
The Quiet American, Graham Greene, 1955

*sampan: a flat-bottomed wooden boat

Text 2

1 Eight million people in Pakistan are homeless and hungry. Sometimes it takes just
one to make it all seem real.
That is how I felt in Sukkur 10 days ago. Overwhelmed*.
People were flowing into the city at a ferocious pace, a ragged river of humanity,
5 with shocked faces and frightened eyes. They were fleeing on trucks, donkey carts,
bicycles and on foot, clutching whatever was precious - electric fans, bedding, pots
and pans, chickens and goats. Behind them, a great sinister mass of floodwater
was pouring in.
Sukkur itself was overflowing with families, along the roadside, on river banks, on
10 every patch of open ground. The heat was unbearable but they had no shelter.
When our car pulled up, they ran to it, flattened their faces against the windows,
begged for food, for water, for help.
When I got out and started to record interviews, people pressed round.
Then, in all the noise and heat and smell, someone told me about a baby, born by
15 the roadside, and led me off to see.
She was a tiny scrap, silent and still amid the clamor. She was lying motionless on
her back, on a small mat under a tree. Flies were thick round her face. The passing
traffic was just feet away. Her skin was almost translucent, her head smaller than
my palm, balanced in a faded china saucer, propped up against a stone. Her eyes
20 were closed and lifeless. I thought at first that she was dead. Her young mother
seemed vacant with shock. She had had a difficult birth, there on the road, with noone to help. Now she sat beside her baby, looking dazed. The baby was not
feeding, she said. She had not seen a doctor. She did not know where to find one.
I went down the road to a chaotic emergency clinic and interviewed a doctor there
25 who promised to go and help.
*overwhelmed: upset

Jill McGivering, BBC News, 2010 (abridged)

DC Comic, 1954.

TOUS LES CANDIDATS TRAITERONT LES QUESTIONS 1 à 6

I. / COMPREHENSION – 10 POINTS
Text 1
1.
2.
3.
4.

Who is telling the story?
Where does the scene take place?
Who do the pronouns "we" and "you" (line 14) refer to?
Say if the following statements are right or wrong. Justify by quoting from the text.
a. Trouin invited Fowler to the opium house.
b. Trouin shows compassion for his enemies.
5. How would you qualify Captain Trouin's attitude towards Fowler? (40 words)
Use elements from the text to illustrate your answer and explain.
6. Fowler declares "I'm not involved" line 20. Explain what he means. (40 words)

TOUS LES CANDIDATS TRAITERONT LES QUESTIONS 1 à 6

Text 2
a- Focus on the narrator.
1. What is the narrator's job? Pick out one element to justify your answer.
2. Describe the general atmosphere of the scene. Explain what the situation is.
Use elements from the text to justify your answer. (40 words)
3. "I thought at ﬁrst that she was dead" (line 20).
Pick out three elements in the text that explain the narrator's thought.
4. What decision is made by the narrator at the end of the text?
b- Focus on other people.
5. 'People pressed round' (l. 13) . Explain the people’s attitude towards the narrator.
6. What is the problem concerning the baby at the end of the last paragraph?
Who mentions it?
SEULS LES CANDIDATS QUI COMPOSENT AU TITRE DE LA LVA TRAITERONT LA QUESTIONS c- 1.

c- Focus on the style.
1. Does this text correspond to your idea of a journalistic report? (80 words)

TOUS LES CANDIDATS TRAITERONT LES QUESTIONS 1. et 2.

Texts 1 and 2
1. In what ways can we compare the narrators' experience? (40 words)
2- How are journalists perceived by others in both texts? (40 words)

SEULS LES CANDIDATS QUI COMPOSENT AU TITRE DE LA LVA TRAITERONT LA QUESTION 3.

3. Looking at the image, dates and context of each text, say if and how journalism has changed
over time. (80 words)

II. / EXPRESSION – 10 points

TOUS LES CANDIDATS DE TERMINALE ES CHOISIRONT LE SUJET 1 OU 2.

TOUS LES CANDIDATS DE TERMINALE L TRAITERONT LES SUJETS 1 et 2.

1. Do you think that journalists should intervene in the event they are covering when there is a lifeor-death situation? Explain and justify your point of view. (150 words)

2. Write the end of text 2, starting with: "The following day, I stopped oﬀ at the roadside,
where I had last seen the mother and her baby, I could feel my heart beating, … ." (150 mots)

