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STEP 2 – US ELECTIONS



COVERAGE OF POLITICAL CAMPAIGNS

Elections are the centerpiece of democracy. Through voting, people can voice their
opinions, express their hopes and aspirations, discipline their leaders, and ultimately
control their nation's destiny. According to democratic theory, elections are the public's
source of power, but in order to use its muscle effectively it has to know where candidates
and parties stand on public policy issues. Besides the people themselves, two groups
have major responsibilities in this regard. 
Those running for office must state their positions. Otherwise, there is no real choice and
elections lose their meaning. But they are not solely responsible for the success of the
system. The mass media have a duty to report thoroughly and accurately what the
contestants stand for. 
This role is perhaps the media's major challenge. All news is important, but campaign
coverage is crucial because of its capacity to empower the electorate. What voters know
about campaigns comes to them almost entirely secondhand from newspapers, television,
and magazines. The table below shows, for example, that voters in 1988 rarely met
candidates face to face but learned about them indirectly from television and newspapers.
Therefore, in assessing how well the political system works in America, it is essential to
inspect the media's treatment of elections.
In reporting on campaigns, the news media bring their usual procedures and tendencies to
the campaign trail. In other words, far from simply mirroring all that politicians say and do,
journalists select the information to be reported. Because time and space constraints do
not allow speeches and rallies to be described in their entirety, certain parts are
mentioned, others ignored. 
Thus, once again the basic question is not whether the media are selective--they have to
be--but what they include and exclude, and how these choices affect voters' beliefs and
behavior.

https://www1.udel.edu/htr/American/Texts/campcov.html
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Step 3 - ELECTION DEBATE 
TRUMP vs CLINTON 


