
The big announcement revolved around Timeline, which takes your updates and displays them for public
consumption. It is an automated autobiographical tool.

Zuckerberg's talk was littered with references to the importance of story. Facebook's new Timeline feature
was "An important next step to help you tell the story of your life," he said. The new product would allow you
to "highlight and curate all your stories so you can express who you really are." 

Facebook's  Timeline  confirms  what  writers  have  long  known:  narratives  are  how  we  structure  our
relationships with the world. Stories are how we make meaning. And that's why Facebook wants you to tell
stories in the structured format they're giving you. Facebook knows all your human relationships and the
products and content you use, but without the stories that animate those connections, they don't know what
the data means. Timeline -- and your curation of that Timeline -- is how Facebook is going to find out the
stories that you tell about yourself. And that's probably the most valuable information out there. 

I can't decide if I find this insidious or thrilling. 

Thrilling because Timeline offers the possibility of discovering some past selves that I've shed or forgotten.
Perhaps I can reintegrate them into my sense of self. Insidious because I feel robbed of the ability to write
my autobiography with words. 

Facebook's version of autobiography is very specific.  It is data-driven. It is simple: Alexis likes the iPad.
Alexis eats a hamburger. Alexis reads The Innovator's Cookbook. It is a ranked, chronological database of a
life. It  is  technically complex but grammatically simple.  It  is  multimedia, but not  rich.  It  is  autobiography
without aesthetic effort. It is a story without words.
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Teamwork 1 : Facebook's Timeline 

ANTICIPATE

• Do you use Facebook? What for? What are the similarities and differences between Facebook and 
autobiographies? Discuss and share with the group.

READ & FIND OUT

• What is Facebook timeline app?  How does it work ? Explain, justify with your text and share with the 
group.

• Can you cheat on Facebook's timeline? Pretend you are someone you aren't? How would you do? 
Explain, justify with your text and share with the group.

• Why is Facebook's Timeline 'valuable' to Facebook's founders? Explain, justify with your text and 
share with the group.

• What are the advantages and inconvenients of this app? Explain, justify with your text and share with 
the group.

• Do you consider blogs to be the new autobiography? Why? Why not? Explain, justify with your text 
and share with the group.

• Why does the article end on 'It's a story without words'? What words are missing on Facebook's 
timeline? Explain, justify with your text and share with the group.

….......

Teamwork 2 : Give 5 tips to someone who wants to write his / her biography. 

…........

Watch the video and compare. 

….........

Teamwork 3 : Creative Writing 

• Choose one of your  best friend or worst enemy.

• Go to his / her facebook profile and gather key information. Choose 3 meaningful elements from his / 
her bio or wall posts.

• Based on the elements you chose, imagine he / she grows up to become someone famous or 
infamous. 

• Explain your choice. 

• Write down 3 paragraphs from his / her biography to be published after he or she died. 
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