
   ENGLISH LITERATURE [The Imaginary] 
// How do/did sci-fi stories foreshadow the future / our present? 

 
Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep?  is a science fiction novel by American writer 
Philip K. Dick. First published in  1968 , the novel is set in a  post-apocalyptic  San 
Francisco, where Earth's life has been greatly  damaged by nuclear global war . The 
book served as the primary basis for the  1982 film Blade Runner, directed by Ridley 
Scott. 
 
Extract from Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? , By Phillip K. Dick 
 
CHAPTER ONE 
 
A merry little surge of electricity piped by automatic alarm from the mood organ beside his bed awakened Rick                   
Deckard. Surprised — it always surprised him to find himself awake without prior notice — he rose from the bed, stood                     
up in his multicolored pajamas, and stretched. Now, in her bed, his wife Iran opened her gray, unmerry eyes, blinked,                    
then groaned and shut her eyes again. 
 
"You set your Penfield too weak he said to her. "I'll reset it and you'll be awake and — " 
 
"Keep your hand off my settings." Her voice held bitter sharpness. "I don't want to be awake." 
 
He seated himself beside her, bent over her, and explained softly. "If you set the surge up high enough, you'll be glad                      
you're awake; that's the whole point. At setting C it overcomes the threshold barring consciousness, as it does for me."                    
Friendlily, because he felt well-disposed toward the world his setting had been at D — he patted her bare, pate                    
shoulder. 
 
"Get your crude cop's hand away," Iran said. 
"I'm not a cop — " He felt irritable, now, although he hadn't dialed for it. 
"You're worse," his wife said, her eyes still shut. "You're a murderer hired by the cops. 
"I've never killed a human being in my life." His irritability had risen, now; had become outright hostility. 
Iran said, "Just those poor andys." 
"I notice you've never had any hesitation as to spending the bounty money I bring home on whatever momentarily                   
attracts your attention." He rose, strode to the console of his mood organ. "Instead of saving," he said, "so we could                     
buy a real sheep, to replace that fake electric one upstairs. A mere electric animal, and me earning all that I've worked                      
my way up to through the years." At his console he hesitated between dialing for a thalamic suppressant (which would                    
abolish his mood of rage) or a thalamic stimulant (which would make him irked enough to win the argument). 
 
"If you dial," Iran said, eyes open and watching, "for greater venom, then I'll dial the same. I'll dial the maximum and                      
you'll see a fight that makes every argument we've had up to now seem like nothing. Dial and see; just try me." She                       
rose swiftly, loped to the console of her own mood organ, stood glaring at him, waiting. 
 
He sighed, defeated by her threat. "I'll dial what's on my schedule for today." Examining the schedule for January 3,                    
1992, he saw that a businesslike professional attitude was called for. "If I dial by schedule," he said warily, "will you                     
agree to also?" He waited, canny enough not to commit himself until his wife had agreed to follow suit. 
 
"My schedule for today lists a six-hour self-accusatory depression," Iran said. 
"What? Why did you schedule that?" It defeated the whole purpose of the mood organ. 
"I didn't even know you could set it for that," he said gloomily. 
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"The Entire History of You", starring Toby Kebbell and Jodie Whittaker, is the third episode of the first                  
series of Black Mirror . It was first aired on 18 December 2011. 
 
In an  alternate reality  most people have a "grain" implanted behind their ear that  records everything 
they do, see, or hear. Throughout the meal,  Liam  becomes  suspicious  of how fondly Ffion seems to be 
looking at Jonas. He insists on  replaying footage  from the evening. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sw3GIR70HAY 
 

 
 
Timing 
18 ‘’ - 21’22 // 24’17 - 30’28 

Sci-Fi couple's arguments & character's feelings. // Gadgets & privacy? 
  
TEAM A/ Focus on the titles. Anything odd or creepy? Why? 

  

TEAM B / Focus on the setting. When / Where do both scenes take place? 

Where would you best like to live? Why? Why not? 

  

TEAM C / Who are the characters? How can you describe their personalities? 

How do you think each relationship is likely to end? Why? 

honest - distrustful - caring - sensitive - over-reacting - depressed - pushy ... 

  

TEAM D / What's the situation in both scenes? Why / What are they arguing about? How do each 

argument differ?  

Does each scene correspond to a typical couple’s argument scene? Why? Why not?  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sw3GIR70HAY


Use "both" / "the same as ..." 

/ "while" / "whereas" / "instead of + ing" / "Contrary to .. " 

  

TEAM E / How did you feel watching / reading these scenes? Why? 

  

embarassed - shocked - ill-at-ease - hooked on - inquisitive - bored - intriguided - voyeuristic ... 

  

THEME F/ What gadgets are used? Describe what they look like / how you imagine them to be like & 

how they work. 

 

THEME G / Does each scene correspond to the science-fiction genre as you know it? Why? Why not 

? Justify with key visual / writing elements.  

  

 

Draw your conclusions: 

● Which scene best illustrate a dystopian setting? 

 

● Do any of the fictional gadgets bear any resemblance to real ones? Explain with examples. 

 

● Did you all feel the same watching or reading? Why ? Why not? 

 

● Which scene will have the most unexpected outcome? Why? 

 

● Can you hear or see the writer's / director's implicit comment on today's or on our future society 

/ humanity? Find one writing element or shooting angle to prove your point. 


