
What Theresa May said about 
immigration in her infamous 

speech to Tory conference

In her speech to the 2015 Conservative Party conference Theresa May left the country in no doubt about 
her views on immigration.
The controversial address blamed immigrants for problems with public services and warned that 
"millions" wanted to come to the UK.
Here are some of the claims she made – and some of the reaction she got.

Match the Journalist statement ( numbers) to the correct quote (letters) ! 

Toolbox : 
H
> a scale (n ): échelle / ampleur 
> to cope (v)  : to overcome difficulties

1 She warned that “millions” 
of people wanted to migrate 
to the UK.

A “We know that for people in low-paid jobs, 
wages are forced down even further while 
some people are forced out of work 
altogether.”

2 She said Britain should 
focus on aid rather than 
helping refugees who had 
travelled to Europe.

B “It’s difficult for schools and hospitals and 
core infrastructure like housing and 
transport to cope.”

4 She argued that immigrants 
could make society less 
“cohesive”.

C “The best way of helping the most people 
is not by bringing relatively small numbers 
of refugees to this country, but by working 
with the vast numbers who remain in the 
region”

4 She blamed immigrants for 
pressures on public 
services.

D “While there are benefits of selective and 
controlled immigration, at best the net 
economic and fiscal effect of high 
immigration is close to zero. So there is no 
case, in the national interest, for 
immigration of the scale* we have 
experienced over the last decade.”

5 She repeated claims that 
immigration pushes down 
wages.

E “When immigration is too high, when the 
pace of change is too fast, it’s impossible 
to build a cohesive society.”

6 She claimed there was 
“close to zero” benefit from 
immigration, contrary to 
almost all economists’ 
analyses.

F “There are millions of people in poorer 
countries who would love to live in Britain, 
and there is a limit to the amount of 
immigration any country can and should 
take.”
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